slightly for the Democrats last time, 58 electoral votes to 49 for Bush, but not by a margin large enough to give Kerry the White House.
For both parties, the path to victory is comparatively simple. Since their base is a little bigger than the Democrats, the Republicans need merely to protect the "L," pick off a state or two on the Democratic coasts, and come close to splitting the Midwestern battleground states. George W. Bush did this in 2000 and 2004, registering two narrow victories. 
Prime Targets for the Democrats

Won by Bush in 2004 by less than 10 percentage points:
Sector of Country Electoral Votes Bush '04 Margin Last won by Democrats
Prime Targets for the Democrats Prime Targets for the Republicans
For Democrats, the hurdle is a little higher. To offset the deficit in electoral votes in the party's coastal bastions, they must go well beyond securing their home base, either by dominating the battleground states or by making significant inroads in the Republican heartland. Democrat Bill Clinton did both in the 1990s, twice winning the White House with more than double the number of electoral votes of his Republican rival.
In both 1992 and 1996, Clinton carved so deeply into the Republican "L" that it looked like a piece of Swiss cheese. In 1992, Clinton took nine states within the "L"; in 1996, he won eight. But since then, Republicans have done a masterful job of protecting their base, losing only one state within the "L" in 2000 (New Mexico) and none at all four years later. , 2003 -2004 2005 -2006 .
Cross-Country Decline in Republican House Vote, 2004-06
It is true that midterm results are not always a harbinger of the presidential election that follows. The Republican takeover of Congress in 1946 was not followed by a GOP presidential victory in 1948. Big Democratic House gains in 1982 did not set the stage for the party's return to the White House in 1984. Nor was the GOP congressional takeover in 1994 followed by a victorious Republican march down Pennsylvania Avenue in 1996. Yet in each case, there was a politically canny incumbent on the presidential ballot (Harry Truman, Ronald Reagan, and Clinton, respectively) who was able to blunt any midterm momentum the "out" party had gained.
That has not been the case, however, in situations similar to this one, where the presidential race is wide open. In each such instance over the last half century -1958, 1966 and 1974 (when there was an "appointed" incumbent in Gerald Ford) -big midterm gains by the "out" party were followed by a presidential election victory two years later, albeit by narrow margins each time.
If the Democrats are to follow this pattern in 2008, they will have to alter what has recently been a virtually static electoral map. But scattered across the Republican "L," the targets of opportunity are already there for them to redraw the map next year in their favor. Usually by this point in the presidential election cycle, the calendar for the primary season is 95% complete, with no more than a handful of states still mulling their primary or caucus dates. But currently, the whole January calendar is a work in progress.
A Compendium of '06 Results by Sectors of the Country
It is an open question not only when the traditional leadoff events in Iowa and New Hampshire will take place but who will be their neighbors in this formative part of the nominating process.
At its core, the current turmoil represents the revolt of the big states, frustrated with the extraordinary influence in the nominating process enjoyed by states a fraction of their size.
At present, the focus is on the battle between Florida and the Democratic National Committee (DNC). Florida has scheduled its presidential primary on Jan. But at another level, the stakes are much higher.
In making an example of Florida, the DNC is seeking to keep control of its nominating process while preserving a sense of order in the primary calendar. Florida, meanwhile, is trying to force a more equitable role in the nominating process for battleground, electoral vote-rich states such as theirs, which are often called upon to elect the party's standard-bearer in November but for decades have had little role in choosing who that candidate will be. In this regard, Florida is a surrogate for other states that have increasingly resented the special treatment given and influence enjoyed by Iowa and New Hampshire.
One fact already appears certain -that the January calendar of delegate-selection events that the DNC has fashioned for 2008 will undergo significant alterations. For months now, candidates of both parties have been campaigning on the basis of that calendar -starting with the Iowa caucuses Jan. 14, and followed by the Nevada caucuses Jan. 19, the New Hampshire primary Jan. 22, and the South Carolina primary (for Democrats) on Jan. 29.
But the situation has steadily grown more and more muddled. Besides Florida's move to Jan. 29, South Carolina Republicans have jumped their primary forward to Jan. 19. Michigan is poised to schedule its presidential primary on Jan. 15, and Wyoming Republicans have moved up their county conventions to Jan. 5 after initially tying them to the same date as the New Hampshire primary. All of this movement is occurring in the face of threats from the national parties that pre-Feb. 5 dates will result in draconian cuts in the size of their delegations.
Meanwhile, Iowa and New Hampshire will almost certainly move to earlier dates on the calendar, which could mean that the 2008 primary/caucus season will begin before or just after the 2007 Christmas holidays. And even that eventuality -as unique (and unsettling) as it might be -may not be nailed down for another month or two.
Iowa Republican Straw Vote Results
August 11, 2007
With a $35 ticket, any Iowa voter could participate in the Iowa Republican straw vote held on the campus of Iowa State University in Ames. An asterisk (*) indicates that the candidate did not participate in the poll but was listed on the ballot. Except for a brief blip in early June, Hillary Rodham Clinton has been the wire-to-wire leader since the beginning of the year in Gallup Poll surveys for the Democratic presidential nomination. Her substantial advantage over runner-up Barack Obama in the mid-August Gallup Poll basically matched the size of her lead back in February. Candidates are featured in the Democratic line graph who received at least 10% support in the midAugust Gallup Poll. While it can be a bit misleading to read a candidate's poll standing as an exact number, the leader in each survey from January through mid-August is indicated in BOLD type. An asterisk (*) indicates that the candidate has withdrawn from the race. A pound sign (#) denotes a potential candidate. A dash (-) indicates that either the candidate was not included in the survey or did not register 1% support. Two prominent Philadelphia House members, Robert Brady and Chaka Fattah, were alsorans in the city's Democratic mayoral primary this May. Each finished with 15% of the vote and in a virtual tie for third place, well behind the winner, a former city councilman.
Votes %
The same month, Republican primary voters in Kentucky renominated the state's embattled governor, Ernie Fletcher, with a bare majority of the vote.
Nor was state legislative experience what voters were looking for in the northeast Georgia 10th District left vacant by the death of Republican Rep. Charlie Norwood. There, former state Sen. Jim Whitehead was upset last month by Paul Broun, an Athens-area physician, in the all-Republican runoff. Broun's margin was slim, 394 votes out of 46,664 cast, but it still marked a dramatic comeback by the winner. Whitehead had led Broun by a margin of more than 2-to-1 in the first round voting in June, but Whitehead's 44% share of the vote fell short of the outright majority that would have won him the seat in the opening round.
Geography played a major role in the outcome of the July 17 runoff. Whitehead, who hailed from the Augusta area in the southern end of the district, made unnecessary enemies by derisively referring to the liberal nature of the University of Georgia and its Clarke County environs, virtually the only Democratic beachhead in the GOP-oriented district. With voters of all stripes allowed to vote in the special election, Whitehead's remarks came back to haunt him. In the runoff, Broun swept Clarke County by a ratio of better than 8-to-1, which translated into a margin of more than 4,500 votes.
Race defined the special election in the Long Beach-area California 37th District, where the two major racial groups in the majority-minority district each had a champion (or two) in the opening round voting in late June. The leading African-American candidates were state Assemblywoman Laura Richardson and Valerie McDonald, the daughter of the late congresswoman, Juanita Millender-McDonald. The leading Hispanic entry was state Sen. Jenny Oropeza. Like Millender-McDonald, the leading candidates to succeed her were all Democrats.
Some observers predicted that with the black vote divided, Oropeza would sneak through. But Richardson led the field in the opening round as McDonald mustered less than 10% of the vote. The decisive second round vote Aug. 21 proved anticlimactic as only the top
Recent Gubernatorial Primary and Special House Election Results
Electoral action has heated up this summer, with a gubernatorial primary in Mississippi and two special House elections. Since no candidate won a majority of the vote in the first round of voting in either the open Georgia 10th or California 37th districts, a second round was held in each. In Georgia, the runoff pitted the top two finishers in the first round, both of whom were Republicans. In California, the top vote-getters in each party went on to the next round (not the top two vote-getters regardless of party, which was mistakenly reported on page 15 of the June issue vote-getters from each party advanced. In the heavily Democratic district, Richardson was elected with two-thirds of the vote.
The lone high-profile incumbent able to strut his stuff thus far this year has been Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour, who drew more than 90% of the ballots in the Republican primary Aug. 7. It proved an easy hurdle for Barbour, who is expected to win reelection handily this fall.
